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The Fifth Sunday in Lent
Introduction to Worship:
In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God
breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise
of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will
welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism.

Gathering Music

Welcome / Greeting

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit,
that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

First Reading
Ezekiel 37: 1-14
1
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle
of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very
dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these
bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon
you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”
7
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the
bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and
skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy,
mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these
slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and
stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
11
Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our
hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to
open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of
Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know
that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

Scripture Song

“Out of the Depths I Cry to You”
(Psalm 130)

#600

Children’s Time

Gospel Dramatization

Reflections and Conversation

John 11: 1-45
By Peter Moyer

Hymn of the Day

“Rise, Shine, You People!”

Praying Together

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Sending Song

“Jesus Is a Rock”

#333

Final Blessing

Announcements

Postlude
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